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    To promote synergy among the park
companies, and facilitate technology
transfer and collaboration with the
private sector via the basic and
applied research of technology based
products and services.
  The results are intended to foster
economic development and new jobs
for the State of Nebraska.

n  Nature Technology Corporation aids avian flu vaccine development
n  Assessment, Learning and Technology Solutions enters TDC
n  Pro-Solutions graduates, looks toward a bright future
n From the president: Cornfield to field of dreams
n  GeneSeek receives $50,000 grant to develop diagnostic test
n  Nature Technology Corporation wraps up financing
n Technology as Promised lands state contracts
n  Verizon construction photographs
n  Tech Park launches new Web site
n Calendar of events and contact information
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Left: Transmission electron micrograph
of avian influenza H5N1 virus shown by
the Communicable Disease Control and
Prevention, part of the San Francisco
Department of Public Health. Above:
Chickens can carry the avian flu.  Photo
provided by the USDA.

Nature Technology aids avian flu vaccine development
   Around the world last year,
more than half of the 261 people
infected with the avian flu virus
died.  No one knows if or when a
worldwide pandemic may begin.
   In Lincoln, Nature Technology
Corporation (NTC) is working to
develop safe, DNA-based vaccines
against pandemic flu and other
infectious diseases.
   The company, based at the
University of Nebraska
Technology Park, provided
the DNA-manufacturing
process that the National
Institutes of Health (NIH) is
using to develop its own
pandemic (H5N1) avian
influenza vaccine.
    The first human trials of
the DNA-based vaccine
approved by NIH began in late
December in Maryland.  If the trials
go well, the NIH hopes the new
vaccine could be a valuable new
weapon in the health care arsenal.
   “An effective H5N1 influenza
vaccine would provide a potentially
lifesaving advance against a global
health threat,”  National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases
Director Anthony S. Fauci, M.D.,
said in an NIH news release.

   The vaccine produced by Nature
Technology Corporation’s DNA
manufacturing process has the
potential not only to combat
influenza, but also to combat it
safely.
   “The benefit of using a DNA
vaccine is that you don’t have to
expose a person directly to
pathogens,”  said Dr. Clague P.
Hodgson, CEO of Nature
Technology Corporation.

   In the past, manufacturers
produced flu vaccines by growing
the viruses in hen eggs and inoculating
people with a weakened or killed
form of the virus, according to the
NIH.  Most people then developed
defenses against stronger, living
versions of the virus. In some cases,
however, the weakened virus still
possessed enough strength to infect
people.
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For more information about Nature
Technology Corporation, visit
www.natx.com.
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ALTS enters Technology Development Center

ALTS President Dennison S. Bhola

   Assessment, Learning and

Technology Solutions (ALTS), a
software development company
specializing in assessment tools for
students in grades K-20, will enter the
business incubation program at the
University of Nebraska Technology
Development Center on April 16.
   ALTS President Dennison S. Bhola
said that his company has developed a
software product that will revolutionize
the way business is transacted in
classrooms.  The ALTS assessment
management system empowers
teachers to do better assessment.
According to Bhola “better assessment
enables teachers to make better
decisions for the benefit of students.”
   The ALTS product line includes
software, assessment development
workshops and data services – all
focused on enhancing students’
learning.
   “ The ALTS system provides a
scientific process for teachers to
develop assessments and give them
online and on paper.  It saves teachers’
time, tracks students’ performances

from year to year, accumulates an
assessment library and intellectual
property for school districts, and
provides reports school districts can
send to the state,”  Bhola said.
  Bhola indicates that 65 schools have
already subscribed to ALTS’s
assessment management software,
and with its focus on immediate
feedback and “ assessment for
learning”  his company intends to
become Nebraska’s service provider
of choice within three years.
   He added that ALTS hopes to help
the State to meet federal guidelines
established by the No Child Left
Behind legislation.  “Among states,
Nebraska’s response to NCLB is
unique.  Nebraska’s schools need our
assessment management system to
successfully respond to the federal
requirements of NCLB and
simultaneously increase students’
learning,”  Bhola said.
  Bhola taught high school for almost
a decade before going back to school
himself to earn a Ph.D. in Quantitative
and Qualitative Methods in Education
from the University of Nebraska.
After graduation, he spent nine years
developing tests for Gallup and served
as a professor on their International
Research and Education Council until
2002.
  In 2002-2003, in his capacity as
Assistant Director of the Buros
Institute for Assessment, Consultation
and Outreach, he consulted with the
Nebraska Department of Education.

He then went to Virginia in 2004, where
he taught doctoral students in James
Madison University’s famous Center
for Assessment and Research Studies.
He returned to Nebraska in 2005 to
share his expertise and computer-based
assessment management system with
educators here because according to
Bhola’s research “of all the states in the
union the need for this system was
greatest in Nebraska.”
   NU Technology Park President Steve
Frayser said that he believes that the
ties the TDC has to the University will
be extremely helpful to someone with
Bhola’s extensive credentials and
business goals.
   “Dr. Bhola brings an unusually strong
mix of academic and commercial skills
to an exciting new vocation.  ALTS is a
particularly good fit for the Park in that
the University has significant expertise
in developing educational assessment
tools presenting good opportunities for
future collaboration,”  Frayser said.
   Bhola believes that the Tech Park will
provide him with the mentorship and
help him to achieve his business goals.
    After establishing dominance in the
Nebraska market, Bhola hopes to
expand into Canada, the United Kingdom
and the English-speaking Caribbean.
   “ALTS is on a mission to make the
world a better place through education,
by helping the adults of tomorrow use
technology, assessment and quality
feedback to learn what they need to
learn more efficiently and at their
convenience,”  Bhola said.

nnnnn Vaccine
Continued from page 2

   The new DNA-based vaccine
eliminates the threat of infection
because it does not contain the actual
virus, merely portions of the virus’s
genetic material.  The DNA then
instructs human cells to make proteins
that act as a vaccine.
   The NIH developed the vaccine
against the avian flu because of the

severity of the disease and the potential
for human-to-human spread.
Researchers have expressed optimism
that Nature Technology Corporation's
DNA vaccine manufacturing method
could also help to control other viruses.
A DNA vaccine could prevent illnesses
such as HIV, Ebola, SARS, West Nile
and the H1N1 flu strain that caused the
1918 pandemic.

   “ I think it has huge potential,”
Hodgson said. “ Like all new
technology, it’s going to take some
time to be effective, but it’s very
safe.  Right now we’re working to
make it more effective.”
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Pro-Solutions graduates, looks toward the future

For more information about
Pro-Solutions,  visit
www.pro-solution.com

   The University of Nebraska
Technology Park announced
that Pro-Solutions, Inc. has
graduated from the University
of Nebraska Technology
Development Center and will
set up shop at a new location
at 4800 North 57th Street in
Lincoln.
  Pro-Solutions, an
engineering design firm,
entered the incubator
program in 2002 and is the
15th new company to
successfully graduate from
the park.
   To date, it has helped meet
the engineering service needs
of more than 50 businesses,
including General Electric,
Goodyear, Kawasaki and the
University of Nebraska.  Pro-
Solutions helps these large
firms, as well as small local
ones, to design new products and
to develop more efficient
manufacturing processes.
   One of the best examples of Pro-
Solutions’ work, company President
Robert Walters said, is the 96-
position automated genetic materials
handling system the company
developed for biotechnology firm
GeneSeek.
  The machine cut the company’s
testing time and almost doubled its
testing capacity.
   Walters credits the Tech Park with
helping his firm succeed in fulfilling
its commitment to clients.  He said
the Tech Park provided vital office
services, increased the company’s
initial credibility and helped develop
relationships with the University of
Nebraska.

   NU Technology Park President
Stephen  Frayser said Pro-Solutions,
Inc., in turn, has served the park by
demonstrating how powerful
opportunity can be for a small
business.
   “ It’s what the mission of this park
is all about,”  Frayser said. “ It’s about
trying to create a critical mass of
technology-based companies, and
this helps fill the gap created by the
economy.
  Pro-Solutions is the 15th firm to
graduate from our incubation
program.  A decade after launching
the Technology Development Center
we are happy to note that 11 of our
graduates are still in business and that
nine are in Nebraska, contributing to
the state's economic vitality.”

Pro-Soultions founder, President Bob Walters, right, works with Tim Bray, left, at
the engineering design firm's new location at 4800 North 57th Street.  Pro-
Solutions graduated from the University of Nebraska's Technology Development
Center in February.

  Walters said that he will miss the
people, the energy and the
excitement at the Tech Park,
although he anticipates the move as
a good step for his business.
   Within the next five years, he said
he hopes to expand Pro-Solutions
into a full service product
development firm.
   Walters said he knows obstacles
lie ahead, such as the uncertainty of
adapting to the ever-changing
manufacturing center, but he
continues to look to the future with
optimism.
   “ It ’ s a different day with new
challenges,”  he said.
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  It was a dark and stormy night; well
actually it was a hot and windy day,
but I have always wanted to start a
piece with that well-worn cliché and
may never have the opportunity again.
   On a June afternoon in 1996,
community and university leaders
gathered in a cornfield to break ground
for the construction of a technology
business incubator building and to
launch a new approach to economic
development in Nebraska.
    The Technology Development
Center represented a new opportunity
funded by the University of Nebraska
Foundation and the generosity of
several individuals and companies.
   While business incubation had been
around for decades, no one was certain
what might come of it in Nebraska. In
September 1997 the TDC’s first tenant,
Midwest MicroSystems, moved in
before all of the dry wall was completed
in the building.
  Over the next 10 years of operations,
the Technology Development Center
has been home to 33 newly formed
companies.
   They have run the gamut of
technology applications from herd
management to the development of
experimental nanomaterials formed for
the targeted delivery of cancer
treatments.
   Fifteen firms have graduated from
the TDC, nine of which are still in
Lincoln providing jobs and adding to
the diversity of our economy.
   Of the remaining six graduates, two
are still successfully operating but
moved out of state as a result of being
acquired, while four are no longer in
business.
   The real impacts of the TDC’s
graduates and current incubator firms
go well beyond the jobs they have
created, and highlights include:

n At the time of its acquisition by
Eastman Kodak, Unident had become
the world’s largest provider to dental
practice management software;

n GeneSeek has grown from a single
part time employee to become the
largest cattle and swine genetics firm
in the United States;

n Amateur athletes signing up for
the Cornhusker State Games or similar
statewide competitions elsewhere will
use an online registration and events
management system created by i2rd’s
Vipa Solutions;

n By developing a promising new
fermentation process with dramatically
improved performance, Nature
Technology Corporation is on the brink·
of launching a platform technology
which will allow DNA vaccines to be
produced at a cost per dose that will
enable their commercial manufacture;

By Tech Park President Stephen Frayser

From cornfield to field of dreams
n Building upon a bioinformatics
package created in concert with i2rd,
GeneSeek today has the ability to
analyze hundreds of genetic traits for
less cost than a single trait analysis
just  four years ago and will soon be
able to do thousands. The ability to
provide inexpensive genetic analysis
represents a potential breakthrough
in the effort to make
pharmacogenomics (personalized
medicine) a reality.
   The process of assisting
entrepreneurs happens, for the most
part, outside of media headlines,
lacking the dramatic flair of a major
corporate announcement. The end
result however can be even more
profound.
   What started out a decade ago as
an experiment launched in a dusty
cornfield has proven itself today.
Stay tuned for the next decade, it
should prove even more interesting.

The Technology Development Center surrounded by a cornfield.
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Technology As Promised lands state contracts

For more information about NTC,
visit www.natx.com.

    Nature Technology Corporation

(NTC) completed a $500,000 private
placement during February 2007.
   The private equity investment is
intended primarily to provide for
animal testing of the company’s DNA
vaccines  and to secure international
patent protection for NTC’s growing
intellectual property portfolio.

 Technology As Promised, LLC has
won a stack of new business
contracts to keep them busy in the
coming months, President David
Kohrell recently announced.
   Technology As Promised’s
consulting services division recently
announced they were retained by the
State of Kansas Department of
Revenue as well as the State of
Nebraska’s Department of Labor.
   For Kansas, the company began to
facilitate Joint Requirements Planning
sessions for a new vehicle titling and
drivers licensing system in January.
   In February, they began working
on the Nebraska Department of
Labor’s JRP/JAD sessions for
Nebraska’s job services and work
force development applications suite

for an engagement that lasted from
February 28 to March 31
  Another contract Kohrell said he felt
excited to win was a service delivery
contract through TAPLearning with
Elections Systems and Software
(ES&S) to provide Learning
Management System (LMS)
consulting support for the global
EX&S Intelect product-computer
based training market introduction.
   Technology As Promised’s training
division, also known as
TAPUniversity, plans to deliver four
classes between April 16-18, 2007,
during the Infotech Conference in
Omaha (Project Management
Foundation, Six Sigma Green Belt,
Project Management Professional
Preparation and CobiT Foundations)

Kohrell encourages people interested
in the conference to visit
www.infotec.org for more
information.  Other workshops the
company plans to host include the
Effective Virtual Team workshops
for the Project Management
Insitute’s World Seminar in Denver,
Orlando and San Jose.
  Technology As Promised celebrated
not only the contracts it garnered last
year  but other milestones as well.
The company announced that it also
celebrated its 75th successful project
management class since 2005 and
has trained 328 people at
www.tapuniversity.com in 2006.

NTC wraps up
financing

For more information about
Technology as Promised, visit
www.aspromised.com

  GeneSeek Inc., a global
biotechnology company, received a
$50,000 Small Business Innovation
Research Phase I B grant from the
National Science foundation for its
continuing work to develop a
diagnostic test to detect
Mycobacterium avium subs.
paratuberculosis (MAP), the
causative agent of Johne’s disease
in dairy cattle.
   The new grant supplements the
SBIR Phase I grant that GeneSeek
won last year for work on the test.
  This is the first year that the new
grant has been given out, said
Susanne Hinkley, Ph.D., DVM, and
Manager of GeneSeek's Veterinary
Diagnostics Division.
  She added that the new grant
supplements the one that GeneSeek
won earlier last year for work on

the same project.
  Johne’s disease is a widespread
problem in the dairy industry
according to the United States
Department of Agriculture.
   Studies show the disease costs
farmers as much as $227 a head in
herds with a high clinical cull rate.
   The sickness is also extremely
difficult to detect.  Most animals
have the disease for years before
they are diagnosed.  GeneSeek plans
to produce a test to help stop the
spread of the Johne’s disease.
   “We may help detect the disease
at an early stage and decrease the
spread of Johne's to other healthy
cows,”  Hinkley said.

GeneSeek receives $50,000 grant
to develop diagnostic test

For more information about
GeneSeek, visit
www2.geneseek.com

NTC's Fluorescent proteins, used as
biomarkers and biosensors.
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   The University of Nebraska
Technology Park launched its new
Web site at www.nutechpark.com
in early March.
   The new Web site runs on the
VIPA Solutions software of i2rd,
a graduate of the Tech Park's
Technology Development Center.
   In addition to a more current,
colorful look, the new site
possesses features that make it
easier to update and navigate.
   The site also offers visitors
opportunities to interact with the
Tech Park online.  For example,
web surfers now can sign up for

a newsletter or register for the
Tech Park’ s annual golf
tournament online.
   People from as far away as
Italy have seen the new site and
have taken advantage of  its new
features.
   Even if you have already seen
the new Web site, Tech Park
Operations Manger Jackie
Swanson said it is a good idea to
visit it again.
   “ People should check for
updates frequently to keep up
with all of our latest news,”  she
said.

Technology Park launches new Web site at www.nutechpark.com

Through wind, rain, snow and sun, Verizon construction goes on

For more information about Verizon, visit
www.verizon.com.

Verizon Wireless began construction on its
112,000 square-foot customer service
center in January at the University of
Nebraska Technology Park.  Contractors
project that they will finish the $33 million
facility between September and October in
2007.
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Contact Information

Mailing Addr ess:
NU Technology Park

4701 Innovation Drive
Lincoln, NE 68521-5330
Phone: (402) 472-4200
Fax: (402) 472-4203

Steve Frayser,
President

sfrayser@nufoundation.org

Jackie Swanson,
Operations Manager

jswanson@nufoundation.org
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VISIT US ONLINE AT:
www.nutechpark.com

FOR MOST RECENT
TECH PARK NEWS VISIT:
www.nutechpark.com/

news.asp

Sequoia, Etc. Meeting
April 5, 10:00-3:00
This free meeting will show engineers who
work with Pro Engineers CAD and CAM
software helpful tips and tricks.  For more
information, visit www.sequoiaetc.com
Networking:T urning Contacts into
Clients
April 5, 8:30-12:00
Lincoln Chamber of Commerce,
1135 M Str eet, Third Floor
This seminar will focus on following up on
the contacts made at events, determining
qualified leads and how to make an impact
on each person you meet.
UNL Research Fair
April 10-12
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
City Campus Union
Online at: researchfair.unl.edu
Midlands Venture Forum Networking
Dinner
April 12
Scott Conference Center,
6450 Pine Str eet, Omaha, Neb.
Nebraska Governor Dave Heineman will
be the guest speaker.  Visit
www.mvforum.com/events.asp for more
information.
Six Sigma Green Belt
April 16-17, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.;
1:00-5:00 p.m.
A two-day course that will provide an
understanding of the Six Sigma Green Belt
areas of knowledge.  The Define-Measure-
Analyze-Improve-Control and Define-
Measure-Analysis-Design-Val idate
methodologies are presented.  Preparation
aids and guidance for ASQ’s Six Sigma
Green Belt certification are included within
the workshop with ongoing support at TAP
University offered post workshop at no
additional charge.
Project Management Foundations
April 16-17, 1:00-5:00 p.m.
During this course students learn to apply
the various tools and techniques within the

7

nine knowledge areas described in the
Project Management Body of
Knowledge (PMBOK).  It is designed
to help students understand industry
standard project management
principles and prepare for PMP exam
and sets the stage for further
preparation to take the PMP exam.  (It
is not a PMP preparation course and
is targeted to compliment the two day
PMP preparation course offered.)
Wells Fargo SBA Seminar
April 17, 12:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m.
Will discuss working digital and asset
acquisition funding.  Lunch provided.
RSVP at  (402) 472-4200

BIO International Convention
May 6-9
Boston, Mass.
BIO is widely known for the BIO
International Convention, a four-day
annual biotechnology showcase that
draws approximately 20,000 people
each year. For more information, visit
www.bio2007.org.
SBIR Grant-writing Workshops
May 23-24,  9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Mahoney State Park
Contact Jean Waters,  402-554-6259
Learn to write an effective SBIR or
STTR proposal that includes a realistic
cost estimate--one that you can live
with and that the federal agency will
accept and understand.

Technology Park Golf Tournament
July 19, Tee time 11:00 a.m.
Highlands Golf Course
Register your team for $220 and join
us at our 10th annual tournament for a
day of golfing, networking and
entertainment.
Volkswalk
July 21
Participate in a 10 kilometer (6.2 mile)
noncompetitive walk for all ages.  For
more information, visit www.ava.org.

April

July

May


